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ELQQR DEBATE

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Well, e v e n tually I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  w hat we'll
have to consider, and t h a t 's ... r e m e m b e r , that ' s  capital 
construction, as w e ' v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  done.

S E NATOR D. PEDERSON: So...so w e ' r e  n ot r e a l l y ... w e 're not
really g a i n i n g  anything. If w e  d o n ' t  m a k e  it a state agency, 
basically, we're t u r ning over m o n e y  to s o meone else in order to 
perhaps a l l o w  them to d e t e r i o r a t e  again. It just seems to me 
that we n e e d  to t ake into a c count th e  fact if w e  w e r e  starting 
from s c r a t c h  and we said, okay, h e r e  w e  are in th e  year 2002, 
let's start a State Fair, w o u l d  w e  say, okay, t h e  state will 
b u i l d  th e  build i n g s  and t h e n  w e  will t u r n  over the
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of tho se buildings, th e  programs, the management, 
everything, to someone else t hat w e  h a v e  a b s o l u t e l y  no control 
over. W o u l d  y ou  t h i n k  that was a re a s o n a b l e  p r o p o s a l ?  No, you 
wouldn't. T he p r o b l e m  is that w e  a l r e a d y  h a v e  t h e s e  buildings. 
We h ave t h e s e  structures and th e  land, an d  th e r e  are a lot of 
altern a t i v e s  t hat c o u l d  be done. T h ere's a n other f a c t o r  that I 
h a v e n ' t  m e n t i o n e d  and that is the fact that w e ' v e  got, like, a 
10-day or 12-day State Fair. W e ' r e  t r y i n g  to u t i l i z e  millions 
of d o llars wo r t h  of pr o p e r t i e s  on a v e r y  short term. No w  there 
are o t h e r  programs. I k n o w  S e nator  Land i s  r e f e r r e d  to the
L ancaster Coun t y  E v e n t  Center. If w e  h a n d l e d  some thi n g s  in a 
m ore p r u d e n t  manner, we ' v e  e n g aged in t he i ntergovernmental 
a greements that y o u  ca n  reach, I t h i n k  t hat there are 
possibilities, for example, of u t i l i z i n g . ..

SENATOR COORDSEN: One minute.

SE N A TO R D. PEDERSON: ... s o m e ... some of those fa c i l i t i e s  or a
coop e r a t i v e  us e  of facilities and h ave some of the S t a t e  Fair or 
all of the State F air at a d i f f e r e n t  location, p e r h a p s  even
where t he Lanca s t e r  Event Cen t e r  is, in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  that.
I t h i n k  t h a t  we are g o i n g  into some t h i n g  n o w  t hat w e  h ave not 
fully t h o u g h t  t h r o u g h  and I w o u l d  say that th e  b e t t e r  course 
w o u l d  be t o  v ote d o w n  t he Agri c u l t u r e  C o m m i t t e e  amendment. 
T h a n k  you.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Th a n k  you, S e nator Pederson. Senator
J a n s s e n , p l e a s e .
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